
                             

 
 

Gloucester Resources Limited & Dairy Connect 
Coexistence Briefing Note 

Background 

• Gloucester Resources Limited (GRL) is in the process of seeking approval for 
the Rocky Hill Coal Mine, Gloucester. 

• As part of the broader project, GRL have initiated a coexistence approach 
with a significant local dairy farmer, Speldon Dairy, leasing land from GRL. 
Speldon Dairy is a member of industry body, Dairy Connect. 

• The dairy farm is located adjacent to the proposed mine site and will 
continue to operate during the operation of the mine should consent be 
granted. It is intended that dairy production will not decrease throughout 
the life of the mine but may indeed increase. 

• The dairy is a significant local employer and one of the largest dairies within 
the greater Gloucester region. 

• In conjunction with Dairy Connect, GRL is an illustration of the positive 
influence that the resources and agriculture sectors are showing, working 
together in the best economic and social interests of the region, State and 
nation. 

 
Status 

• The dairy currently milks approximately 750 cows daily, employs 16 people 
and produces just under 6 million litres of milk per annum. 

• The dairy is situated in Class 4 and 5 lands and is an example of how 
sustainable robust management can achieve both economic and 
environmental outcomes from land not classed as prime agricultural land. 

• There is an Environmental Management System (EMS) in place over the 
dairy land, which is a set of ‘processes and practices’ that enable the dairy 
farming enterprise to manage and reduce its environmental impacts and 
increase its operating efficiency.  

• One of the positive objectives of the EMS is that any water leaving this area 
of the farming enterprise is equal to or better than the water quality of the 
receiving waters.  

• The EMS for the dairy is linked to the catchment management and estuary 
management plans. 



                             

 
 

• An innovative approach towards developing a practical licence agreement 
was decided upon between the parties. The licence agreement was 
collaboratively developed, focussed on the requirements of the agricultural 
production systems as opposed to a traditional tenant/landlord 
relationship. 

• A decision was made by both parties to focus on the agricultural 
importance of the land and production in the development of the licence 
agreement. This allows a longer-term view to be taken compared to that of 
a traditional approach of a license agreement. John Francis (Holmes 
Sackett) and Brett Peterkin (Peterkin Consulting) were engaged to assist the 
negotiations. 

• GRL and the Speldon Dairy are a significant example of how mining and 
agriculture can coexist and work together for improved environmental and 
economic outcomes. 

• Supported by the dairy industry and the mining industry, this example can 
be used as the template for coexistence of agriculture and mining 

 
Discussion 

• A template for the coexistence of agriculture and mining has been 
established that monitors and reviews environmental practice is 
established and operating 

• Dairy Connect are keen to expand the template and include a wider 
agriculture base such as viticulture, beef and other agriculture to ensure 
productive sustainable use of mine owned lands 

• We would be pleased to discuss the opportunities that this collaborative 
and positive approach could have and be adopted by you in this success 
story for dairy, mining and the region. This success can apply to you. 

 
For further information & to arrange a briefing, contact: 
Shaughn Morgan, CEO, Dairy Connect (0401 421 214) or 
Brett Peterkin, Peterkin Consulting (0414 389 519) 
 
 


